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‘Gearhart Park. Kinney built the Gearhart Hotel, the first hote {" 
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known as the Carnahan place, and Olney was named after hin 
Olney was a member of the constitutional convention of 185 
When he was 55 years old he died in Astoria, in 1870. 

In 1850 John West settled in what later became Wesport, i 
the northeastern corner of Clatsop County, to operate a sawmill 
and a salmon cannery along the Columbia River. The West... 
port post office was opened in 1863 and named for West, whos 
was known as Captain West but who worked as a millwrigh@. 
and lumberman in his own sawmill. West died in 1887 and hifg, 
widow in 1894. | et 

Several small communities grew up—Clatsop, Gearhart, Sea¥? 
side, Jewell, Clifton, Mishawaka, Svensen, Fernhill, Warrenton, . 
Chadwell and Denver. They became flourishing little settle, ;. | 
ments and contributed much to the progress and developmen} 
of the county. | 

The town of Clatsop, located on the Skipanon River, 14 mileg': 
up the. coast above Seaside, was incorporated in 1870; it was’: 
formed to restrict cattle from grazing along the sea ridge because 
the grazing had destroyed the ridge grass which had prevented 
sand from: blowing onto adjacent farms. It was named for th 
county and for the Clatsop Indians. The inhabited town evens 
tually “drifted” to the south end of Clatsop Plains, a mile north’ 
of Seaside; in July, 1894, Alexander Tagg became the first: 
postmaster there. The post office operated until January 29, 1918,.” 
when Clatsop became part of Gearhart. 3 ae. 

In 1888 Marshall J. Kinney, an Astoria salmon cannery opery:. 
ator, bought 400 acres of Philip Gearhart’s land from Gear#' 
hart’s son John; 200 acres of which he platted in 1890 and called 


there, near the site of the present city hall. In 1905 Theodore. : 
Kruse ‘leased the hotel, with John Hayden, Richard Under- 4 
wood and Charles Sunderleaf in the corporation. After operat-" 
ing the hotel for three seasons, they bought it and 1000 acres‘: 


from. Kinney for $35,000. The Gearhart Park Company was in- 5 1 


corporated on February 10, 1913, by O. W. Taylor, E. Wheeler, Bf 


House now stands. It and all the early hotels were destroyed; 
by fire at different times. us 
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The Ocean House, first owned and operated by the D. B. 
Shroeder family, stood near the business district and was called 
Golf Hotel. It was later moved to the present site and named 
Ocean House. John Osborn and Marshall Leathers purchased - 
‘+t and the Gearhart Hotel in the early 1940s and still owned 
both hotels in 1958. _ 

Harold and William Tyberg built the Tyberg Motel in 1948; 
Edwin Engberg became its owner in 1957. 

The most extensive development of the beach as a resort and 
fine residential area was that carried on by Barney Lucas over the 
last 20 years. Lucas first developed the Manzanita, Neahkanie and 
Gearhart property. Lucas, who is very much of a nature lover, 
also created a park-like residential area in an untouched stretch 
of beach property north of Gearhart called Surf Pines. On that 
stretch he planted hundreds of pine trees and thousands of 
daffodils. This area is restricted and all wild-life there is . 
protected. Typical of the almost-palatial homes at Surf Pines 
are those of William A. Haseltine and Lucas, the first two built, 
in Richard Shroeder is now the owner of the original 
ee ee 

In 1850 Helen Latty, widow of Alexander Latty, bar pilot, 
moved from Astoria to Seaside with her three children, and 
established the first hotel there, Summer House, located on 
what is now the golf course. Mrs. Latty soon after married A. J. 
Cloutre, who helped her operate the hotel. Cloutre was Sea- 
side's first postmaster, the office being established in December, 
1871. ~ 

Ben Holladay arrived that year and soon started business in 
his fashionable Seaside House and in 1873 the post office 
was changed to Seaside House, with Charles H. Dexter, post- 
master. This it remained until March, 1882, during the tenure of 
office of James P. Austin who shortened the name to Sea Side, in 
two words. He was then fifth postmaster; the office being held 
by Samuel K. Stanley and Charles H. Bacon between Dexter's 
and Austin’s positions. The sixth postmaster was Mrs. Augusta 
Steabb (later Augusta Steabb Anderson) , mother of Mrs. 
James E. Cutler of Gearhart, who changed the town’s name again 
to the one word “Seaside” in 1888. The post office papers, stamps 
and equipment were turned over to her in one cigar box. 
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Spring Sun Sparkles on Growing Clatsop Development x 
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Here are views of Surf Pines, a quarter million dollar real estate: development on erty has been sold. Above is a typical view, looking from one new home’s yard 
Clatsop Plains duneland, where developer Barney Lucas reports most of the prop- toward the ocean, Residence in background is owned by Steve Wilcox, Portland. 
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side Union high school, and at- 
tended Marylhurst college, Port- 
land, for two years prior to enter- 
ing the Army in October 1956. 

Specialist Welch attended Army | 
Finance School at Fort Benjamin 
Harrison, Indiana, and served at 
Fort Devens, Mass., prior to her 
arrival in Japan in December 
1957, 

She is scheduled to return to the 
United States in Seplember of this 
year. | 
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Sackett Selling 
Oakland Radio 


SAN FRANCISCO (UPI) 
Sheldon Sackett, long time West 
Coast newspaper and radio man, 
disclosed today ‘he has agreed to 
sell Oakland, Calif., radio station 
KROW to the McLendon Corp., 
Dallas, Tex., for $800,000. 

The father and son team of 
Gordon and B.R. McLendon said 
they had always wanted a _ busi- 
ness in California and were 
pleased with their purchase. 

|. The firm they control _owns_sta-__ 
: a says Vigne eee Aaa ss SE IE ORES ai % tions in Dallas, Houston, San An- 
: : rape on ‘ : : oa vie . -. ‘jtonio, Louisville, Ky.,. and Shreve- 
Here are three of the 22 new homes built so far in Surf Pines ing the sights to Steve MeNeill, Seaside writer. Lucas expects con 

tract, with Barney Lucas, right, who developed the project, show- _ siderable of a epnaiienon boom to begin there soon. sae Cliaitis i, pale che 
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tract, with Barney Lucas, right, who developed the project, show- 


vacation stand. beside a new lake built by Bar- 
ney Lucas in Surf’ Pines as a resting place for 


Ey 


Pe 
ie. 


water f 


wl. Left to right, Kathy 


siderable of a construction boom to begin tnere soon. 


Bar- 
bara Kendall, Patty Lucas, Ann Babson, Lucas 
may deed the lake to the state. 


Struever, 


Surf Pines Project Sells Well; 
Lucas Sees Liquidation Near End 


Sale of property in the Surf Pines 
residential development on Clat- 
sop beach is proceding briskly this 
year and Barney Lucas, developer 
of the district, is hopeful he may 
complete liquidation of his invest- 
ment there by next fall. 


Lucas said that he has sold 56 
beach front tracts of an acre and 
a half each and has only 17 more 
left to be sold—i800 feet of beach 
front still to sell out of a total of 
three miles. 


In addition to the 56 tracts, Lucas 
has sold off two large tracts, one 
on the south of Surf Pines total- 
ling 75 acres, and one on the north 
side totalling 40 acres, to individual 
buyers. 


Washingtonians Buy 

Lucas has completed sale of 26 
larger tracts fronting on Sunset 
lake, on the eastern boundary of 
Surf Pines, ranging from 212 up to 
10 acres. 

Many of the recent purchasers 
have been Seattle people or others 
from Washington, who have come 
to Oregon, for summer homes and 
retirement homes because such 
property no longer is available on 
the Washington ocean shore, Lucas 
said. 


vestment or for retirement homes. 


22 Homes Built 

Lucas said that some 22 dwell- 
ings have already been built in 
the tract. Two are under construc- 
tion this spring, and a sharp upturn 
in dwelling construction is likely 
to occur in the immediate future, 
Lucas said. 


Lucas estimated he has invested 
a quarter of a million dollars in 
purchase of land and installation 
of utilities, including underground 
telephone, power and water serv- 
ices. 


Surf Pines is way out ahead of | 


Pacific Power and Light company, 
which recently announced plans to 
tap underground water resources 
in the beach lands north of Coos 
Bay. Lucas said that two wells, 
each equipped with a pumping sta- 
tion, are providing ample water 
supply for present and future needs 
in the tract. ) 


Much Road Built 
Lucas has built more than si 


miles of roads and is adding an-. 


other mile of new roads this spring. 
He also has cleared out a valley in 
the dunes to provide a new lake 
about a half mile long, with a year- 
round water supply, and plans to 


Many physicians and dentists|deed it to the state game depart- 
have bought tracts, either for in-ment for a resting place for mi- 


¢ 


gratory waterfowl. 


’ Lucas, who has been developing 
beach property in northwest Ore- 
gon for 21 years, started the Surf 
Pines projeect in 1945 when he ac- 
quired a half mile of beach front 
property from the county. Since 
then he has gradually been buying 
more until the entire residential de- 
velopment extends for more than 
three miles along the beach front. 


Much Planting Done 

Lucas has done extensive plant- 
ing of pines and Scotch broom, 
until the entire area is a small 
woodland of five-year-old pines. 
He has also planted multitudes of 
daffodils along the roadsides, which 
are now in full bloom. 


Lucas said Surf Pines is probably 
the largest ocean front develop- 
ment in Oregon, with more beach 
than Seaside and Gearhart com- 
bined. 


ee 

The development was made pos- 
sible by the work of the US Soil 
Conservation service and Warren- 
ton Dune Soil Conservation district 
in reclaiming former waste dune- 
land. , 

Lucas has supplemented plant- 
ings of these agencies with his own 
plantings and is the largest individ- 
ual planter of trees in the area. 

He said Bryson Lausch, US Soil 


t 


Conservation service representa- 
tive in this area, has been extreme- 
ly helpful to him in the plantings 
in the area. 

Lucas said there are several 
permanent residents living in Surf 
Pines and predicted it eventually 
will become a_ substantial year- 
round community. 


Grant Withers 
Of Films Dies 


HOLLYWOOD (UPI) — Actor 
Grant Withers, first husband of 
Loretta Young, took his own life 
because of despondency over his 
career and personal life, police 
said today. 

“Please forgive me, my family, 
I was so unhappy. It’s better this 
way. Thanks to all my friends. 
I’m sorry I let them down,” read 
a note left by the 55-year-old ac- 
tor. 

The note and a bottle that had 
contained sleeping pills were 
found near the bed where Withers 
lay with a telephone clutched in 
his hands. He was discovered Fri- 
day night and police said he had 
been dead about 24 hours. ; 

“I’m so, so sorry,’’ Miss Young 
repeated several times when told 
of the actor’s death after she re- 
turned from Good Friday church 
services. Her marriage to Withers 
lasted only a year. 

Detective Ed Finn of the North 
Hollywood Police Station said 
Withers’ death ‘‘was a suicide.” 

Withers had married four other 
times. His family could not re- 
member the dates of all his mar- 
riages, but recalled he first wed, 
when he was 17, Miss Young, then 
16, and he married in 1930 and 
was divorced a year later. 

The actor’s wives included Bet- 
ty Vernon, Miss Young, °* Alys 
Walsh of Cleveland, and Estelita 
Rodriquez, a Cuban dancer-ac- 
tress whom he divorced in 1955. 

Withers had been despondent 
and had some financial troubles, 
including trouble making his car 
payments, Miller told police. 

John Wayne, who served as best 
man when Withers married the 
Cuban dancer in 1953, said, “I’m 
shocked and saddened by this. He 
was such a great guy.” . 

A native of Pueblo, Colo., 
Withers film credits included roles 
in ‘‘Fort Apache,” ‘Fighting Ken- 
tuckian,” ‘‘Wake of the Red 
Witch,” and ‘‘Tripoli.”’ 


Astorian Wins 
WAC Promotion 
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ZAMA (H., U.S. Army Japan)—| her ht 


Jeanette A. 
Mr. and Mrs. 


Welch, daughter of 
William Welch, 


Since 


Route 1 Box 583, Astoria, Oregon, | ment’s 
was recently promoted to the rank | 1954, I 
of Specialist Fifth Class in the} bushel 


Women’s Army corps. — 
She is presently assigned as 
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Families renew old relationships 


Jack Beadle 
Shipwreck Survivor 


By Paul See 


The 1906 wreck of the Peter Iredale 
on the sands of Fort Stevens State park 
is well-known to most local residents 
and visitors. But 20 days after the 
Iredale disaster, a lesser known four- 
masted British barque hit the beach in 
what is now the community of Surf 
Pines. The 2169 ton Galena had been 
heading for the Columbia River in bal- 
last from Chile, intending to pick up 
grain for Europe. In the early morning 
of November 13, 1906, heavy winds 
carried her into the surf. Recognizing 
the inevitable, Captain Howles decided 
to direct the vessel straight onto the 
beach, hoping to avoid heavy impact 
and possible destruction of her masts. 
The 38-member crew made it safely 
ashore by dawn, and after trudging 
inland for another day and_ finding 
evening shelter in an isolated shed, 
they eventually found their way to the 
home of my grandparents, Josiah and 
Lamira West, where they were wel- 
comed and accommodated. 

Most of the crew found their way 
back to England within weeks, but sev- 
eral elected to stay in this new land, 
some for years. Among those remain- 
ing in Clatsop County were seamen 


Jack Beadle and his companion Billy 
Marshall. The first few weeks were 
somewhat tense, because many of the 
crew were indentured to the Galena 
Company, and a headhunter had been 
sent to assure their return to company 
service. Jack and several friends were 
escorted to a shelter in the foothills, 
with food and supplies provided b\ 
local farm families. The scheme 
worked, and the search was eventually 
abandoned, to the relief of the neww- 
comers. 

Jack Beadle remained in the employ 
of several rural families on the Plains, 
including the Wests, Wilkinsons, 
Adairs, Dawsons, and Bradens. His 
photographs and meticulous diary 
notes through those years remain as a 
valuable record of local farm life in the 
early 20th century. Jack returned to 
Great Britain at the onset of WWI, and 
fought in the battle of The Dardanelles. 
After the war, he continued to corre 
spond with descendants of Clatsop 
Plains families, including my mother. 
Violet West See. Jack purchased the 
rather famous sailing barge Lord 
Kitchener, and operated it from 1918 
to 1938. 
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